Rigid fully welded decks are a part
of the Tomahawk package.

A floodable fish box is handy in a dedicated fishing craft.
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there’s no doubt that the plate
hull’s weight of around 650kg
plus its foam-fill contribute
greatly to this pleasing aspect
of ride quality.

Thanks to its excellent
spray deflecting water line
reversed chine hull design,
there’d be little chance of

occupants copping spray from
cross winds while enjoying
time in the Tomahawk
STABILITY A BONUS
At 245m wide the
Tomahawk 550 provides a
high degree of stability at rest
and under way. The craft’s
hull features a keel, reversed
outer water line chines,

longitudinal strakes on its
4mm thick bottom and, with
only a moderate amount of
Vee aft (15°), was not at all
tender. I walked all round it
with the camera and didn’t
note any inclination for it to
lean or tilt.

Ride quality in the Seaway
was impressive. The craft
tracked true, kept spray and
displaced water well away
from the interior and, in
general, was very easy to drive.
The hull was quite responsive
to trim and a small amount
of up trim kept the bow high
while pushing into swells, as
one would do in a normal
offshore travel situation.

Riding downhill in the
Seaway entrance, waves
pushed from astern failed to
induce any broaching or other
handling difficulties. This is
due to the craft’s hydraulic
steering, which made the
wheel feel light and responsive
at all times.

OVERALL

Formosa have promoted
the Tomahawk 550 as an
entry level craft, however, as
I saw it, the finish, capability
and general seaworthiness
plus ample onboard features
of this strongly built plate
alloy craft don’t reflect that
categorisation at all. The paint
job, quality of upholstery and
general neatness of fittings and
other items was also of a much
higher standard than what I
would regard as entry level.
The marlin decal on the side,

Aluminium Plate Boats
46MTO 6.2M

Vist our

website to discover
our full range of plate boats

www.formosamarineboats.com.au

The Tomahawk brand is a new range of boats
released by Formosa to complement its existing
range of plate boats.

While still maintaining the ride and build quality
that Formosa are famous for, the Tomahawk, with
high tensile sides and bottoms and an aluminium
self draining deck, now offer another option for
anyone looking for a versatile performing open water
workhorse.

The Tomahawk range also features a reverse
chine hull, fastback style transom and raised
sheer line.

BOATING

alone, was quite outstanding.

The Tomahawk is an
ideal offshore or bay rig
with strong family boating
potential. The price of the rig
as tested (including a good
trailer) was $42,790, which
is certainly very sharp given
the quality of the package and
what an experienced angler
could expect to do with such a
serious fishing rig.

For your local dealer visit
www.formosamarineboats.
com.au.

The wide bolster seat with reversible backrest is a standard feature of the craft.
Other seating is left to the owner to specify in this seven person rig.
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* CENTRE CONSOLES

* SIDE CONSOLES

* HALF CABINS

* CENTRECABINS

* RUNABOUTS

* BOWRIDERS

* TILLER STEERS

Quality Built, Ultimate

Performance
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